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Abstract and statements of innovation and humanities significance 

 

Abstract 

This project will advance work toward creation of a world-historical gazetteer that will provide 

comprehensive databases of places throughout the world since 1500 CE, including attention to the range 

of attributes known for each place. To satisfy the needs of all the large-scale historical data resources now 

being created, there is need for such a comprehensive and general gazetteer system. The convening of a 

two-day workshop, including leading figures who have developed gazetteers and the datasets in which 

they are incorporated, will bring about a research design for this world-historical gazetteer system, which 

can then be implemented in subsequent work. Four small research tasks concerning services, standards, 

and content will bring immediate advance toward implementation. The project is organized by the 

Collaborative for Historical Information and Analysis (CHIA), which has a record in sustaining 

collaborations for large-scale humanities work. 

 

Statement of Innovation 

In organizational innovation, this project gathers many of the leading contributors to spatial analysis over 

time, to minimize duplication of effort by developing common standards for a system of gazetteer 

services. In analytical innovation, it addresses the full range of types of spatial documentation, from the 

highly precise to the significantly uncertain, at scales from local to transregional—instead of addressing 

separately the various parts of this big problem. 

 

Statement of Humanities Significance 

The project will expand the frame of studies in history and other discipline with consistent databases of 

places over time and space. It will facilitate systematic identification of places worldwide, permitting new 

sorts of connections for fields in the humanities and related social sciences. The gazetteer will facilitate 

the organization and analysis of tabular data and provide a platform for documenting texts and images by 

place and time, advancing cultural as well as social scholarship. 
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